
Please note: These minutes are pending Board approval. 
Board of Education 

Newtown, Connecticut 
 

Minutes of the Board of Education meeting held on July 9, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers, 3 Primrose Street, Newtown, CT.        
 
 A. Plante, Chair     J. Paddyfote  

J. Vouros, Vice Chair     A. Uberti 
D. Ramsey, Secretary     T. Gouveia          
S. Tomai (absent)     1 Public 
C. Gilson       1 Press 
D. Linnetz        
B. Leonardi 
 

Mrs. Plante called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Item 1 – Pledge of Allegiance 
Item 2 – Legislative Update 
Representatives Mitch Bolinsky and Marty Foncello provided a legislative update.  
Representative Bolinsky provided information excerpts from the Office of Legislative Research 
containing the major public acts regarding education.  Representative Foncello spoke about 
education and early childhood issues with the need for providing funding to have better services 
for children, which will attract companies to locate in Connecticut. 
 
Representative Bolinsky spoke about the serious problem with the childcare shortage and the 
importance of special education services for children with disabilities.  The major public acts 
discussed were the Mandate Review Council, the grant for magnet schools and vo-ag centers, 
the Pledge to Advance CT (PACT) Program, teacher certification changes which makes it easier 
for teachers from out of state to transfer to Connecticut schools, Child Sexual Abuse Prevention, 
measures related to disconnected youth to help children reconnect to attending school, and new 
laws related to early childhood care and education. 
 
Representative Foncello feels we need to make high school students aware of three options 
they have after graduating which are going to college, joining the military, or other career paths 
where they can have a career, for example, at Sikorsky’s where they provide training.  It’s 
important that students be identified as to what path they go on.   
 
Representative Bolinsky agreed that skilled trades need to be developed.  Curtis Packaging is 
also an example of a business that trains their employees.   
Mr. Vouros commented that we have many students following the three choices after high 
school.   
 
Item 3 – Consent Agenda 
MOTION: Mrs. Linnetz moved that the Board of Education approve the consent agenda which 
includes the donation to Hawley School and the correspondence report.  Mr. Vouros seconded.  
Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Item 4 – Public Participation 
Item 5 – Reports 
Chair Report: Mrs. Plante welcomed Dr. Paddyfote and appreciated her being here. 
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Superintendent’s Report: Dr. Paddyfote said she was learning everyone’s roles and 
responsibilities in central office and meeting with the principals in their schools.  We will be sure 
to have a smooth and successful opening.   
 
Committees and Liaison Reports: 
Mr. Gilson noted that CABE is having a new board member orientation and leadership 
conference on August 8.  He attended one which he found was very helpful and would share the 
information with Mr. Leonardi.     
 
Mrs. Plante reported that CABE is also running workshops on school finances if anyone is 
interested. 
 
Item 6 – Old Business 
MOTION: Mrs. Linnetz moved that the Board of Education approve Policy 6114 Security and 
Safety. Mr. Ramsey seconded.  Motion passes unanimously.   
 
MOTION: Mrs. Linnetz moved that the Board of Education approve Policy 6114.1 Fire 
Emergency Drills/Crisis Response Drills/Bus Safety Drills.  Mr. Ramsey seconded.  Motion 
passes unanimously. 
 
MOTION: Mrs. Linnetz moved that the Board of Education rescind Policy 6114.7 School 
Security and Safety.  Mr. Ramsey seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 

 
MOTION: Mrs. Linnetz moved that the Board of Education approve Policy 6115 Pledge of 
Allegiance.  Mr. Vouros seconded.   
 
Mrs. Linnetz explained that the alternate language was discussed at the last Board meeting and 
we decided to add it to the policy.   
Motion passes unanimously. 
 
MOTION: Mrs. Linnetz moved that the Board of Education approve Policy 6121 
Nondiscrimination in the Instructional Program.  Mr. Ramsey seconded.  Motion passes 
unanimously. 
 
Item 7 – New Business 
2024-2025 Tuition:  
MOTION: Mrs. Linnetz moved that the Board of Education set the tuition for the 2024-2025 
school year at $23,282.  Mr. Ramsey seconded. 
 
Ms. Gouveia said each year the Board sets the non-resident tuition rate, which is based on our 
budget, the Board of Education debt, and divided by our projected enrollment.  Full-time 
employees who are not residents receive a 25% discount on the amount.  If we increased it by 
3%, which is more consistent with the previous increases, the amount would be $22,145. 
 
Mr. Leonardi asked if the tuition rate offsets any expense the town incurs as a result of having 
that additional student.   
 
Ms. Gouveia said we could use the per pupil expenditure but wasn’t sure if that was the exact 
cost per pupil.  She surveyed other district and they have many different amounts.  Some have 
a set rate but they vary and many use a similar formula or have a static rate.  If students needed  
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special education services parents would have to pay for them also.  We currently have seven 
students of employees.  This money goes to the town. 
 
Mr. Gilson asked if the amount could be more predictable so parents have the amount for 
planning.   
Ms. Gouveia said it could be a policy change for the percentage.   
 
Mr. Ramsey spoke about the correlation between absenteeism of teachers and if having the 
benefit of students going to school here that might reduce that burden and help employees.   
 
Mrs. Gouveia felt that would be a hard analysis.  The Board can set a rate to put in the policy as 
a consistent percentage each year. 
 
Mrs. Linnetz doesn’t think we have a policy related to this and is reluctant to look at a policy for 
seven students out of our 4,000.  She is sensitive to what Mr. Ramsey was talking about and 
sensitive to the people who live here and pay taxes to send their children to our schools.   
 
Ms. Gouveia said we have a tuition policy but it doesn’t address the percentage increases. 
Mr. Ramsey suggested reviewing the policy and possibly modifying it. 
 
Mrs. Linnetz said her concerns are the factors that change on an annual basis.  We can discuss 
it with the policy committee.     
Ms. Gouveia would look at another calculation some district are using and bring it to the Policy 
Committee.   
 
MOTION: Mr. Gilson moved to amend the motion to set the tuition rate to $22,145.  Mr. Ramsey 
seconded.   
 
Mr. Leonardi wasn’t clear on what the cost per student is for those who are residents of the town 
so he isn’t sure what percentage is appropriate.  There are incremental costs with having 
additional students in the district.  He wants a better understanding of what it costs per resident 
and how the calculation is proportionate to that.  He needs a comparison for town residents and 
out of district residents.   
 
Ms. Gouveia said we have to look at the debt number in the budget.  The per pupil expenditure 
is close to our tuition amount.   
 
Mr. Leonardi stated that we went through a contentious budget process this year and its difficult 
for him to have a defensible argument with a resident that an employee is paying less to 
educate their child. 
 
Mr. Ramsey said the point of optics is caring for staff and that the Board sensitive to their plight.  
There’s a very low number of staff we are dealing with and hopes the public understands. 
 
Mrs. Plante noted the actual out of pocket with the 8% increase is $284 per student for a 
difference of only $1,900.  Another option is to make it 5% to get the numbers back in line again.   
 
Mr. Vouros said they are bringing their children here because of the quality of education and 
should come for free.   
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MOTION: Mr. Gilson moved to amend the motion to set the tuition at $22,575.  Mr. Ramsey 
seconded.  Vote: 5 ayes, 1 nay (Mr. Leonardi) Motion passes.   
 
Action on Minutes: 
MOTION: Mrs. Linnetz moved that the Board of Education approve the minutes of June 18, 
2024.  Mr. Ramsey seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
 
MOTION: Mrs. Linnetz moved that the Board of Education approve the minutes of June 24, 
2024.  Mr. Ramsey seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 

 
MOTION: Mrs. Linnetz moved that the Board of Education approve the minutes of June 27, 
2024.  Mr. Ramsey seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Item 8 – Public Participation 
MOTION: Mr. Vouros moved to adjourn.  Mr. Gilson seconded.  Motion passes unanimously.  
 
Item 9 - Adjournment 
8:29 p.m. 
 
       Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
       _________________________________ 
                Donald Ramsey 
           Secretary 
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