
In consideration of public health and open meeting requirements, this meeting will include an 
option for the public to live-stream or phone in to listen to the audio of the meeting. Please note 
that public comment will be received by phone at the beginning and end of this meeting. 
Alternatively, the Board encourages the public to email any comments for Board 
consideration to NewtownBOE@newtown.k12.ct.us 
  
To view this meeting, the live stream link is:  https://bit.ly/3swGEnW 

For public participation and to listen to the meeting, please call 1-646-558-8656 

PIN 850 8724 4578# 

Board of Education Virtual Meeting       7:00 p.m.    
March 2, 2021         
                
As citizens of our community, we will conduct ourselves in accordance with Newtown’s Core Character Attributes as  
displayed in our character tree.  We will be responsible for our actions and show respect for each other.  We will interact 
peacefully, productively, and politely.  We will be trustworthy and honest and show compassion toward others.  Newtown’s 
continued success is contingent upon our ability to persevere, to follow through with our commitments, and to stay focused  
on the greater good. 
 

A G E N D A 
  
 Item 1   PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 Item 2   CONSENT AGENDA 

• Minutes of February 16, 2021  
• Correspondence Report 

  
 Item 3   **PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 Item 4   REPORTS 

• Chair Report 
• Superintendent’s Report 
• Committee Reports 
• Student Representative’s Report 

 
Item 5   OLD BUSINESS 

• Second Read and Possible Action on College Math Topics Curriculum 
• Second Read and Possible Action on Pre-calculus Curriculum 
• COVID-19 Update 

 
Item 6   NEW BUSINESS 

• First Read of  
o Grade 1 Reading Curriculum 
o Grade 1 Writing Curriculum 
o Grade 2 Reading Curriculum 
o Grade 2 Writing Curriculum 

• Superintendent’s Mid-Year Reflection 
 
Item 7   **PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Item 8   ADJOURNMENT 
 
   
**During the first Public Participation, the Board welcomes commentary regarding items on the agenda.  After being recognized, 
please state your name and address for the record.  We request that speakers be respectful and limit comments to not more 
than three minutes.  The Board of Education does not discuss personnel items or student matters in public.  During the second 
Public Participation, commentary may address the agenda or may introduce issues for the Board to consider in the future.  The 
Board does not engage in dialogue during either public comment period.  If you desire more information or answers to specific 
questions, please email the BOE: NewtownBOE@newtown.k12.ct.us   

mailto:NewtownBOE@newtown.k12.ct.us
mailto:NewtownBOE@newtown.k12.ct.us


Please Note: These minutes are pending Board approval. 
Board of Education 

Newtown, Connecticut 
 

Minutes of the Board of Education virtual meeting held February 16, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.  
          

M. Ku, Chair      L. Rodrigue 
D. Delia, Vice Chair      A. Uberti 
D. Cruson, Secretary    T. Vadas  
D. Leidlein           2  Staff 
J. Vouros                  2  Press   

 R. Harriman-Stites     Public by phone 
 D. Zukowski  
  
Mrs. Ku called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. and stated it was being recorded and being live 
streamed. 
Item 1 – Pledge of Allegiance 
Mrs. Ku asked to move the curriculum presentation to just after the reports 
 
Item 2 – Consent Agenda 
MOTION: Mr. Delia moved that the Board of Education approve the consent agenda which 
includes the minutes of January 19, January 21, January 26, January 28, and February 2, 2021, 
the donation to Sandy Hook School, and the correspondence report.  Mr. Cruson seconded.  
Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Item 3 – Public Participation 
 
Item 4 – Reports 
Chair Report: Mrs. Ku stated that she, Dr. Rodrigue and Mrs. Vadas presented our budget to 
the Board of Finance last week and Mrs. Vadas presented our Covid expenses.  We requested 
that all budget questions be submitted to us in writing. The Hawley HVAC project will not be part 
of the April referendum in order to get more precise estimates for that project.  She hopes the 
Legislative Council will put it on the November referendum.  The CABE Legislative Breakfast 
took place with about 30 attendees.  Senator Hwang attended and answered questions.  We 
need a volunteer for nurse negotiations coming up shortly.  Dr. Rodrigue has been meeting with 
PTAs regarding the budget and she asked if any of the liaisons would like to attend with her. 
 
Superintendent’s Report: Dr. Rodrigue stated that she and Mark Pompano were speaking at 
Penn State meeting in March as part of the Directors Academy with the focus on social 
emotional practices.  We are also working with Tony Gentile from John Jay College.  He 
typically has his interns create a research project which would benefit Newtown schools and this 
year we chose bullying.  Parents and students will receive a survey on this.  Dr. Longobucco 
and Mr. Einhorn sent an opt-out to parents and staff.  This information will be shared with the 
Board.  PEAC is currently investigating an App for receiving and sending communications and 
we are looking at Blackboard.  The certified staffing report has no resignations, Nomiki 
Theodosiou was hired as an ELL teacher and we still have our open positions for four 
secondary teachers.  One retirement is for Jill Beaudry.  Our administrators have a December 
deadline for putting in for retirement.  She started on 2004 as a .5 Gifted and Talented teacher 
and the next year became a full time fifth grade teacher.  In 2013 she was named Acting 
Assistant Principal and became Assistant Principal the following year.  She has done an 
excellent job and we wish her well.   
 
Mrs. Ku said Mrs. Beaudry was also instrumental in getting our school start time to change. 
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Ms. Zukowski asked how grades seven through twelve were doing being back full time and the 
congestion in the morning and pickup time. 
 
Dr. Rodrigue said it was going very well.  It ties into our decrease in Covid cases.  She has 
heard from a variety of staff members and feels it is the vigilance of the community and our staff 
as to why this is going well. 
 
Mr. Vouros asked the age group for the bulling survey. 
Dr. Rodrigue said it was only for grades seven through twelve.  They didn’t include the 
elementary grades because grades seven through twelve is where most of our incidents occur.  
We will do something for the younger students later. 
 
Mrs. Ku noted that all students take the safe school climate survey.  
Dr. Rodrigue said it’s not identical at all as there is more in the climate survey.  The bullying 
survey is only ten questions about bullying and cyber bullying.   
 
Committee Reports:  
Mrs. Harriman-Stites noted that the Policy Committee met and is working through the personnel 
policies with some coming to the board soon. 
 
Mr. Vouros reported that the Curriculum and Instruction Committee met regarding the math 
courses being presented tonight.  There were SEL and ELL updates from the meeting.   
Mrs. Uberti gave us the kindergarten registration procedure which now will be a recorded 
presentation posted on our website. 
 
Mr. Cruson noted that the Communications Committee had a brief meeting to discuss the 
budget newsletter going out the end of March or beginning of April. 
 
Student Reports: 
Mr. Jerfy reported that clubs are going great with many meeting on line.  World Language is 
offering a national literacy test which is an extremely exciting opportunity.  Students are happy 
things are getting back to normal. 
 
Ms. Clure said students are enjoying getting back to normal.  Regarding congestion in the 
building, in the morning most students go right to their first class and in the afternoon most just 
leave the building plus there are other doors to exit so there is a good transition. Teachers 
continue to enforce wiping down our desks when we come into the class.  The free lunch 
program is still going on.  Winter sports started last week.  The School Messenger and 
Powerschool apps provide needed information for students.  Twitter does the same.  Planning 
has begun for senior events.  Many students are very happy and every week we get closer to 
having in-person club meetings. 
 
Mrs. Leidlein asked if all sports teams were able to compete right now. 
Ms. Clure said not all and that wrestling, dance and cheerleading are just practicing. 
Dr. Longobucco noted that the decision for those three activities was from CIAC and they are 
having conditioning practices but no competition for now.   
 
Financial Report for the Month Ending January 31, 2021: 
MOTION: Mr. Delia moved that the Board of Education approve the financial report for the 
month ending January 31, 2021.  Mr. Cruson seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
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Mrs. Vadas presented the report.  The excess cost grant accounts for an additional $65,732 
above our current estimate with a reimbursement rate of 83.54% and will be recalculated at the 
end of February and adjustments will be made in May.  She stated that we also have a balance 
of $62,000 in the special education account for out-of-district tuition for a total special education 
balance of $162,000 which includes the $100,000 contingency. 
Mrs. Ku noted that the $100,000 is only to be used for special education costs.   
 
Mrs. Vadas reported we are currently at a negative $54,059 for Covid expenses which was also 
presented to the Board of Finance last week. 
Dr. Rodrigue said the Board of Finance asked us to send them an update which will be in April. 
 
Ms. Zukowski asked if we fall short we have funds in our non-lapsing account. 
Mrs. Vadas said we have $270,000 we could use. 
 
Mr. Delia asked if there was any way the lunch programs costs would improve. 
Mrs. Vadas noted that every month has been different.  We are trying to evaluate meal counts 
to see where we are.  The program is going well but we don’t have the participation because the 
middle and high school students are not eating in school. 
 
Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Item 6 – New Business 
First Read of Pre-calculus Curriculum and College Math Topics Curriculum: 
Gene Hall, Math Department Chair, presented both curricula. 
 
Ms. Zukowski asked what the metrics were to see if these are advantageous to the students 
compared to if they stayed with the old curriculum. 
Mr. Hall noted that this concept based curricula is a process and gives the math department 
other ways to teach the skills. 
 
Mrs. Ku said the history of college math topics is improving our high school students and 
keeping them engaged in math an additional year. 
Mr. Hall said this prepares our seniors for college.   Also, our current sophomores need nine 
credits of stem and we want to give students enough opportunities to get these credits.   
 
Item 5 – Old Business 
COVID-19 Update: 
Dr. Rodrigue said the DPH has emphasized that schools open safety and we are doing a great 
job with staff, leaders and community.  Contact tracing has been handled very well in grades 7-
12.  The EdAdvance report shows us completely out of the red in 3% so the trend is going 
downward.  Everyone is doing a great job and she thanked the students also.   
 
Ms. Zukowski said at the middle school PTA meeting there was a lot of conversation about 
traffic with many students not riding the bus so parents are driving and asked if it was getting 
better.   
Dr. Rodrigue said it has improved but there will always be traffic at both secondary schools. 
 
Mrs. Ku thanked Dr. Rodrigue for getting our students in school as many parents also wanted 
them back.  She is a leader among leaders and was grateful for getting students in school and 
making sure our district is in a consistent plan which has been successful. 
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Dr. Rodrigue said it takes a team and she has a great one. 
 
Item 6 – New Business (continued) 
Dr. Rodrigue noted that March 19 will also be an early release day for the high school even 
though they are not having conferences.   
 
Dr Longobucco said March 19 the high school will follow the Wednesday schedule with 
dismissal at 11:30 and having two classes at home.  March 24 is the schoolwide SAT day for 
juniors.  We will need our 9th, 10th and 12th grades at home because we will need space for the 
juniors to take the test.  Those grades will be home schooling.  She will also need her teachers 
to proctor the tests.  We spoke to transportation and we will dismiss those students at 1:30 that 
day and eat in our two cafeterias.   
 
Item 7 – Public Participation 
 
MOTION: Mr. Cruson moved to adjourn.  Mr. Vouros seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Item 8 – Adjournment  
The meeting adjourned at 8:27 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
      ______________________________________ 
                Daniel J. Cruson, Jr. 
                        Secretary 
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