
In consideration of public health and open meeting requirements, this meeting will include an 
option for the public to live-stream or phone in to listen to the audio of the meeting. Please note 
that public comment will be received by phone at the beginning and end of this meeting. 
Alternatively, the Board encourages the public to email any comments for Board 
consideration to NewtownBOE@newtown.k12.ct.us 
  
To view this meeting, the live stream link is:  https://bit.ly/30x5HLo 

For public participation and to listen to the meeting, please call 1-646-558-8656 
PIN 813 8008 2995# 
 
Board of Education Virtual Meeting      7:00 p.m.    
March 16, 2021          
                
As citizens of our community, we will conduct ourselves in accordance with Newtown’s Core Character Attributes as  
displayed in our character tree.  We will be responsible for our actions and show respect for each other.  We will interact 
peacefully, productively, and politely.  We will be trustworthy and honest and show compassion toward others.  Newtown’s 
continued success is contingent upon our ability to persevere, to follow through with our commitments, and to stay focused  
on the greater good. 
 

REVISED AGENDA 
  
 Item 1   PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 Item 2   CONSENT AGENDA 

 Minutes of March 2, 2021 
 Donation to Hawley School  
 Correspondence Report 

 Item 3   **PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 Item 4   REPORTS 

 Chair Report 
 Superintendent’s Report 
 Committee Reports 
 Student Representative’s Report 
 Action on Financial Report Month Ending February 28, 2021 

Item 5   PRESENTATIONS 
 First Read of Humanities Curriculum 
 First Read of Writing through Film Curriculum 

Item 6   OLD BUSINESS 
 Second Read and Possible Action on  

o Grade 1 Reading Curriculum 
o Grade 1 Writing Curriculum 
o Grade 2 Reading Curriculum 
o Grade 2 Writing Curriculum 

 COVID-19 Update 
Item 7   NEW BUSINESS 

 First Read of Policies 
o 5145.11 – Police in Schools/Questioning and Apprehension 
o 5145.111 – Probation/Police/Courts 

 Discussion and Possible Action on Middle School/High School Graduation 
Programs 

 Discussion and Possible Action on Cyber Liability Insurance 
 Discussion and Possible Action on Communications Sub-committee Newsletter 

Item 8   **PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Item 9   ADJOURNMENT 
   
**During the first Public Participation, the Board welcomes commentary regarding items on the agenda.  After being recognized, 
please state your name and address for the record.  We request that speakers be respectful and limit comments to not more 
than three minutes.  The Board of Education does not discuss personnel items or student matters in public.  During the second 
Public Participation, commentary may address the agenda or may introduce issues for the Board to consider in the future.  The 
Board does not engage in dialogue during either public comment period.  If you desire more information or answers to specific 
questions, please email the BOE: NewtownBOE@newtown.k12.ct.us   

mailto:NewtownBOE@newtown.k12.ct.us
https://bit.ly/30x5HLo
mailto:NewtownBOE@newtown.k12.ct.us




















































































































































































































































































































































































P5145.11 
 

 

Students 

 

Police in Schools 

 
 
Schools are responsible for students during school hours which include protecting each student's 
constitutional rights, assuring due process in questioning and arrest, and protecting students from 
any form of illegal coercion and physical or emotional harm. 
 
When police are investigating possible criminal acts which occurred, or may have occurred, on 
school property, or while under the jurisdiction of the school district, they may question students at 
school when the following procedures are observed: 
 
1. Students will be questioned as confidentially and inconspicuously as possible. 
 
2. An attempt will be made to notify the student's parents when a student is interviewed by 

police so that they may be present during the questioning.  The school principal, or his/her 
designee, will be present. 

 
3. Preferably, if possible, the officer doing the questioning will wear civilian clothes. 
 
When investigating a possible criminal violation that has occurred off school grounds or is not part 
of a school program, the police will be encouraged to question students in their homes.  However, 
the police may be permitted to question students in the schools only when Procedures 1-3 outlined 
above are followed.  
 
In order to promote school security and safety, police may conduct periodic walk-throughs of 
school facilities and grounds. 
 
(cf. 1411 - Law Enforcement Agencies) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Policy adopted:  
 

 



  
R5145.11(a) 

Students 
 
Police in Schools 

 

Questioning and Apprehension 

 
In these regulations, the administration is reminded that a student who has attained the age of 18 
enjoys the responsibility of speaking for him/herself without the agreement of a parent, guardian 
or representative as to whether or not he/she will submit to questioning. 
 
Questioning Initiated by School Administrators and Conducted by Administrators 

 

Building Principals shall have the authority and duty to conduct investigations and to question 
students pertaining to infractions of school rules, whether or not the alleged conduct is a 
violation of criminal law.  Such investigations shall be conducted in a manner which does not 
interfere with school activities. 
 

Initiated by School Administrators and Conducted by Law Enforcement Officers 

 

The building Principal shall determine when the necessity exists that law enforcement officers be 
asked to conduct an investigation of alleged criminal behavior which jeopardizes the safety of 
other people or school property, or which interferes with the operation of the schools. 
 
The building Principal may request that law enforcement officers conduct an investigation and 
question students who are potential witnesses of such alleged criminal behavior during school 
hours. A reasonable attempt shall be made to contact the student’s parents, guardian or 
representative prior to questioning by law enforcement officers.  Reasonable requests of the 
parents, guardian or representative shall be observed.  The administrator involved shall document 
such notifications or attempted notifications to parents, guardian or representative.  In the 
absence of a student’s parents, guardian or representative during any questioning of such 
students, the Principal or a designated, certified school staff person shall be present as may be 
allowed by law. 
 

If the investigation has centered on any particular student under the age of 16 suspected of any 
alleged criminal activity, the police may not question the student absent the presence of his/her 
parent or guardian.  Police questioning of a student age 16-17 suspected of engaging in criminal 
activity shall be done in accordance with current Police Department policies and procedures.     
 
The procedure for taking students into custody by the procedure set forth below shall be 
followed to the extent that it does not interfere with reasonable law enforcement procedures. 
 
Initiated and Conducted by Law Enforcement Officers 

Although cooperation with law enforcement officers will be maintained, it is the preference of 
the District that it will not normally be necessary for law enforcement officers to initiate and 
conduct any investigation and interrogation on the school premises during school hours 
pertaining to criminal activities unrelated to the operation of the school.  It is preferred that only 
in demonstrated emergency situations, when law enforcement officers find it absolutely  



             
         R5145.11(b) 

 
necessary, will they conduct such an investigation during school hours.  These circumstances 
might be limited to those in which delay might result in danger to any person, flight of a person 
reasonably suspected of a crime from the jurisdiction or local authorities, destruction of 
evidence, or continued criminal behavior.  No school official, however, should ever place 
him/herself in the position of interfering with a law enforcement official in the performance of 
his or her duties as an officer of the law. 

 
If the law enforcement officials are not recognized and/or are lacking a warrant or court order, 
the building Principal shall require proper identification of such officials and the reason(s) for the 
visit to the school. If the Principal is not satisfied he/she shall immediately notify the 
Superintendent, documenting such action. 
 
In all cases, police officers shall be requested to obtain the prior approval of the Principal or 
other designated person before beginning such an investigation on school premises. The 
Principal shall document the circumstances of such investigations as soon as practical.  Alleged 
criminal behavior related to the school environment brought to the Principal’s attention by law 
enforcement officers shall be dealt with under the provisions of the two previous sections. 
 
Interrogation of Student during Investigation of Violations of School Rules 

 

In instances where school rules have allegedly been violated, the Principal may notify the 
suspected rule violator(s) or potential witness(es) to the infraction.  When suspension or 
expulsion may be a consideration, the suspect student shall be advised orally or in writing of the 
nature of the alleged offense and of the evidence, if any, against the student. 
 
In questioning a potential student witness to an alleged disciplinary infraction, care should be 
taken by the administrator to ensure there is a reasonable likelihood that the student was indeed a 
witness.  School officials should not engage in detailed questioning of students at random 
without reasonable cause in hope of gathering information as to school misconduct.  Probable 
witnesses should be told the nature of the alleged misconduct and the reason to believe that they 
were witnesses.  Such students should be given the opportunity to give their consent before 
answering questions of school officials. 
 
Circumstances may arise where it would be advisable to have another adult present during 
questioning of students. 
 
Violations of Criminal Law 

 

During an investigation of violation of school rules, it may come to the attention of an 
administrator that the investigated activity may also be a violation of criminal law.  In 
proceeding with the investigation, the Principal shall attempt to ascertain whether there is 
sufficient justification to believe that a criminal offense was committed that warrants notifying 
law enforcement officials. 
 



R5145.11(c) 
 
 
Students 
 
Police in Schools 

 

Questioning and Apprehension (continued) 
 
Interrogation and Investigations Conducted in School 

 
When a suspected violation of criminal law has occurred on the school grounds involving the 
operation of the school or at a school-sponsored activity, law enforcement officials may be 
notified and their presence requested during the administrator’s questioning of suspected 
students.  If such officials are notified, unless circumstances dictate otherwise, the 
administrator’s questioning of the student(s) shall not begin or continue until the arrival of law 
enforcement officers. 
 
Reasonable attempts shall be made to contact a student’s parents, guardian or representative 
who, unless an emergency exists, shall be given the opportunity to confer with the student and to 
be present with the student during such questioning. The administrator shall document the 
notification or attempted notification to the student’s parents, guardian, or representative. 
 
In the absence of parent/guardian and student consent, it is the preference of the District that law 
enforcement officers on school premises shall not question a student.  The law enforcement 
officers shall be asked to advise the student of his/her legal rights.  If the parent/guardian or 
student refuses to consent to the questioning, the law enforcement officer(s) will determine the 
course of action to be pursued. 
 
Information of criminal conduct not related to the schools shall be turned over to law 
enforcement officials, without additional investigation by school officials. 
 
Taking a Student into Custody 

 

School officials shall not release students to law enforcement authorities voluntarily unless the 
student has been placed under arrest, or unless the parent, guardian or representative and the 
student agree to the release. 
 
When students are removed from school for any reason by law enforcement authorities, every 
reasonable effort will be made to notify the student’s parents, guardian or representative 
immediately.  Such effort shall be documented.   
 
Whenever an attempt to remove a student from school occurs without an arrest warrant or court 
order, or without acquiescence of the parent, guardian/representative or the student, the 
administrator shall immediately attempt to notify the parents/guardians of the student.  The 
Superintendent’s office shall be notified immediately of any removal of a student from school by 
law enforcement officers under any circumstances. 
 
 



R5145.11(d) 
 
 
Students 
 
Police in Schools 

 

Questioning and Apprehension (continued) 
 
Taking a Student into Custody (continued) 
 
The building Principal shall make reasonable efforts to persuade law enforcement officers not to 
make arrests or to take students into custody on school premises.  Whenever the need arises to 
make arrests or take students into custody on school premises, the Principal shall make 
reasonable efforts to persuade the law enforcement officers to utilize a non-uniformed officer in 
making the arrest and/or to make the arrest out of the public view.  
 
When it is necessary to take a student into custody on school premises and time permits, the law 
enforcement officer shall be requested to notify the building Principal and relate the 
circumstances necessitating such action.  When possible, the Principal shall have the student 
summoned to the Principal’s office where the student may be taken into custody. 
 
When an emergency exists, the Principal may summon law enforcement officials to the school to 
take a student into custody. 
 
When a student has been taken into custody or arrested on school premises without prior 
notification to the building Principal, the school staff present shall encourage the law 
enforcement officers to notify the Principal of the circumstances as quickly as possible.  In the 
event that the officers decline to notify the Principal, the school staff members present shall 
immediately notify the Principal or the Superintendent. 
 
If at all possible, the parents, guardian or representative of the student shall be notified by the 
Principal or other school administrator before the student is taken into custody by law 
enforcement officers or as quickly thereafter as possible.  The administrator shall document such 
notification or attempted notification. 
 
Disturbance of School Environment 

 
Law enforcement officers may be requested to assist in controlling disturbances of the school 
environment which the building Principal or other school administrator has found to be 
unmanageable by school personnel and which disturbances have the potential of causing harm to 
students, other persons, or school property.  Such potential of possible disturbance includes 
members of the general public who have exhibited undesirable or illegal conduct on school 
premises or at a school event held on school property and who have been requested to leave by 
an administrator, but have failed or refused to do so. 
 
 



R5145.11(e) 
 
 
Students 
 
Police in Schools 

 

Questioning and Apprehension (continued) 
 
Coordination of Policies by Enforcement Officials 

 

School administrators shall meet at least annually with local law enforcement officials to discuss 
the District's policy and rules regarding law enforcement contacts with the District.  Law 
enforcement officials will be asked to instruct their staffs as to the terms of the school’s policies 
and rules. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Regulation approved: 
 



5145.111(a) 
 

 
 

Students 

 

Probation/Police/Courts 

 

 

Notification to Superintendent when Student Arrested for Felony.  Police who arrest, at any 
time during the year, an enrolled district student, ages seven to twenty, for a Class A misdemeanor, 
felony, or for selling, carrying or brandishing a facsimile firearm, are required by C.G.S. 10-233h, 
as amended by Public Act 94-221, Public Act 95-304, and Public Act 97-149, to notify orally the 
Superintendent of Schools by the end of the next weekday following the arrest, the identity of the 
student and the offense or offenses for which the student was arrested and follow up in writing, 
including a brief description of the incident, not later than seventy-two hours of the arrest. 
 
The Superintendent shall maintain this information confidential in accordance with C.G.S. 46b-124 
and in a secure location and disclosed, during the school year, only to the Principal of the school in 
which such person is a student or to the Principal or supervisory agent of any other school in which 
the Superintendent knows such person is a student.  The Principal may disclose the information only 
to special services staff or a consultant (such as a psychiatrist, psychologist, or social worker) for the 
purpose of assessing the danger posed by such person to himself, other students, school employees, 
or school property and effectuating an appropriate modification of such person’s educational plan or 
placement, and for disciplinary purposes.   
 

Police may testify and provide information related to an arrest at an expulsion hearing if such 
testimony is requested by the Board of Education or an impartial board conducting the hearing, or 
by the school principal or student or his/her parent.  Such testimony must be kept confidential in 
conformity with applicable state statutes. 
 

Attendance of Students Placed on Probation by a Court.  Before allowing a student placed on 
probation to return to school, the Connecticut court will request from the Superintendent of Schools 
information on the attendance, adjustment, and behavior of the student along with the 
Superintendent’s recommendation for conditions of sentencing or disposition of the case. 
 
School Officials and Probation Investigations.  If requested by the court prior to disposition of a 
case, the Superintendent of Schools, or designee, shall provide information on a student’s 
attendance, adjustment, and behavior, and any recommendations regarding the proposed conditions 
of probation included in the probation officer’s investigation report. 
 
School Attendance As a Condition of Probation.  Under Section 46b-140, a court may include 
regular school attendance and compliance with school policies on student conduct and discipline as 
a condition of probation. 



5145.111(b) 

 

 

 

Students 

 

Students/Probation/Police/Courts  (continued) 
 
Information to Superintendents on a Student Adjudged to be a Delinquent as a Result of 

Felony.  Under Section 46b-124 of CGS, courts are required to release the identity of a student 
adjudged a delinquent as a result of felony to the Superintendent of Schools who may only use this 
information for school placement and disciplinary decisions. 
 

Information to Superintendents on a Student Adjudged to be a Youthful Offender.  Under 
Section 54-761 of CGS, courts are required to release the identity of a student adjudged a youthful 
offender to the Superintendent of Schools who may only use this information for school placement 
and disciplinary decisions. 
 
(cf. 1411  Law Enforcement Agencies) 
(cf. 5145.11  Police in Schools) 
(cf. 5114  Suspension/Expulsion) 
 
Legal Reference: Connecticut General Statutes 
 
   46b-121 “Juvenile matter” defined Authority of court. Fee. 
 
   46b-124 Confidentiality of records of  juvenile matters. Exceptions. 
 
   46b-134 Investigation by probation officer prior to disposition of 

delinquency case. Physical mental and diagnostic examination 
 
   46b-140  Disposition upon conviction of child as delinquent. 
 
   53-206c  Sale, carrying and brandishing of facsimile firearms prohibited.  

Class B misdemeanor. 
 
   54-76l  Records confidential. Exceptions. 
 
   10-233a through 10-233g re student suspension, expulsion… Public Act 

94-221  Public Act 95-304 
 
   10-233h Arrested students. Reports by police to superintendent, disclosure, 

confidentiality. 
 
 
 
 
Policy adopted:  
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